


The Hans Sloane Medal and Sloane McClay Award 

The Hans Sloane Medal is awarded to the student obtaining the highest 

combined marks in Biology, Chemistry and Physics at 'A' level. 

The Award was established in 

1960 by the Hans Sloane 

Memorial Fund Trustees, to 

commemorate the life and work 

of the celebrated Killyleagh 

physician, scientist and collector 

Sir Hans Sloane. 
The Hans Sloane Medal 

In 2017, a new award was established, in partnership with Almac, the 

Sloane McClay (Triple) Award, to commemorate the life and work of not only 

Sir Hans Sloane, but also Sir Allen McClay, the visionary entrepreneur and 

businessman from Cookstown, Founder of the Almac Group. This Award 

recognises Northern Ireland's top achievers in GCSE level Biology, Chemistry, 

Physics and Mathematics. This was augmented in 2019 with the introduction 

of the Sloane McClay (Double) award offered to students studying double 

award science & maths.

Hans Sloane and Allen McClay were both inspired by science in different 

ways. Their work and values will inspire generations that follow through their 

passion and commitment to science and the benefits they left to society. 

Kindred Spirits 

Both grew up in Northern Ireland. 

Hans Sloane was born in Killyleagh, 

Co. Down in 1660 and Allen McClay in 

Cookstown, Co. Tyrone in 1932. 

Despite being born some 272 

years apart, their lives had certain 

similarities. Both were youngest sons 

of families of seven and six children 

respectively and both lost siblings in 

early childhood. 
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Sloane McClay Award 

Although Hans' early education took place at a school that James 

Hamilton, 1st Earl of Clanbrassil, founded in Killyleagh his interests in 

science were ignited by exploring the surrounding countryside and 

shores. He noted that 

locals who ate seaweed 

avoided scurvy and bleeding 

gums. He developed a deep 

love of nature. An illness, 

Killyleagh Castle 

Allen attended Derryloran Public 

Elementary School before joining 

Cookstown High School in 1943. 

His sense of humour and love of a 

good argument would sometimes 

get him on the wrong side of 

at 16, meant that he had 

to stay indoors, while his 

lessons continued in the 

Castle library. 

teachers. He had a passion for Cookstown High School 1st XI Hockey Team 1948-49 

sports and was a member of the school's 1st XI Hockey Team 1948-49 

representing Ulster at schoolboy level. Both had to travel to continue 

their education. 

At the age of 19 Hans left for London to study medicine. His studies were 

self-directed working with his friend and mentor, the botanist John Ray, 

and his friend from Lismore, Co. Cork, Robert Boyle (of Boyle's Law) who 

became known as the father of modern chemistry. Hans loved botany, a 

subject considered fundamental to medicine. He would go to the 

Physic Garden in Chelsea to learn about medicinal plants. He also learned 

how to make medicines of the time. He made meticulous observations. His 

studies took him to Paris and he obtained a degree as Doctor of Physics 

at the University of Orange, near Avignon, Provence. He came back to 

London, aged 25, and was elected as Fellow of the Royal Society in 1685, a 

new society formed in 1660, which acquired Royal approval in 1663. 

The Royal Society revolutionised the conduct and communication of science. 
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Parliament rushed through - f\n Act for the Purchase of the Museum or 

Collection of Sir Hans Sloane'. The King said he didn't have £20,000 so a 

national lottery was held to raise £300,000 with 100,000 tickets each worth 

£3 with a maximum of 20 tickets per person. However, a scandal arose, like 

today when anyone tries to buy 

pop concert tickets, whereby all 

the tickets were sold within days 

of being made available. People 

bought them with fictitious names 

to get more than 20 tickets, and 

then sold them on for a profit. The 

winner of the lottery is not known 

but the winning ticket number was 

46885. After expenses and paying 

winnings, a sum of £95,194 8s 2d 

was left. Two smaller libraries of 

Montagu House, a late 17th century mansion 

Earls of Harley and Sir Robert Cotton were purchased and Montagu House, a 

late 17th-century mansion in Bloomsbury, to house the museum and library. 

Previously museums were private and visited by the wealthy. However, as 

the collection and building had been acquired with public funds the British 

Museum Act of 1753 specified that 'the said museum or collection may be 

preserved and maintained, not only for the inspection and entertainment of 

the learned and curious, but for the general use and benefit of the public'. 

The museum first opened to the public on 15 January 1759, and was called 

the British Museum. This was a catalyst for the formation of the most 

The British Museum, London 
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important natural history 

museum, and library, in the 

UK. The British Museum 

continued to gain collections 

and ran out of space. In 1881, 

the British Museum (Natural 

History) was opened in South 

Kensington and Sloane's 

natural history collections 

were moved to it. The book 

collection also expanded. 

In 1973, the British Museum's library department separated from the 

museum and the British Library was formed. 

The McClay Foundation was established in 2008 

As Allen amassed his businesses, 

he too looked to the future and 

how he could leave a legacy to 

help future generations and those 

in need around the world. Which 

is why in 2008, he reallocated 

funds from the McClay Trust to 

set up the McClay Foundation. 

His wish was to leave a legacy 

and vision to make a meaningful 

improvement and advance human 

health worldwide. 

Allen never did retire. On a trip to view the progress of Almac's new 

US Headquarters in Pennsylvania, USA, he fell ill. It transpired he had 

cancer, and died on the 12th January 2010, just one day (and 275 years) 

after Hans Sloane. The Trustees of the McClay Foundation continue his 

work supporting and encouraging research and innovation, advancing 

the use of diagnostic tools and drugs in the prevention, control and cure 

of disease; ensuring latest advances in healthcare are available to all, 

including developing countries; generating and promoting employment 

opportunities; supporting and promoting such educational purposes. 

Making a True Difference 

Two remarkable visionary people, passionate and personally committed, 

always engaged and always learning. They understood education as a life 

long journey, with many different paths, where real life experiences and 

knowledge were exceptionally important. They understood and valued 

people, in all their circumstances. They valued mentoring and being 

mentored, professionalism, communication and presentation. Did they value 

money? Yes, but only to feed the engine to drive their passions and visions. 

They wanted to make a true difference to society, and they did, and crucially, 

they still do. 
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Today 

Increasingly, one of our richest sources of 

employment and economic growth will be 

jobs that require skills in science, 

technology, engineering and maths 

collectively known as STEM. The 

educational routes and opportunities to 

acquire the skills and knowledge needed 

are even more varied than in Hans Sloane's 

and Allen McClay's times. 

STEM skills are essential for our economy 

However, the personal skills for success such as being passionate and 

personally committed to what you want to do, seeking new opportunities, 

being resilient when things don't quite work out as expected, and learning 

from others, have not changed. 

We need more people willing to make a difference to scientific knowledge, 

understanding and society. You can. 

Awards

• Hans Sloane Medal - medal, certificate and cheque awarded to the top 

student obtaining the highest combined marks in ‘A’ level biology, 

chemistry and physics.  

• Sloane McClay (Triple) Award - trophy, certificate and cheque presented to 

the top student obtaining the highest combined marks in GCSE biology, 

chemistry, physics and maths. 

• Sloane McClay (Double) Award - trophy, certificate and cheque presented 

to the top student obtaining the highest combined marks in GCSE double 

award science and maths.

• All 2nd and 3rd place winners receive certificates and cheques.

• First place Hans Sloane and Sloane McClay schools  receive replica medal/
trophy and framed certificates to recognise teaching excellence.

• All winning students also have the opportunity to carry out valuable work 

experience at Almac Group’s facilities in Northern Ireland.

INSPIRING THROUGH SCIENCE 

This booklet was written by the Hans Sloane Memorial Fund Trust in partnership with the Almac Group. 

almacgroup.com/sloanemcclay 
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